
vette views      2011 August       Vol.  45   Issue  8 

  Page 1 

 

  
 



vette views      2011  August     Vol.  45   Issue  8 Page  2 

 

 



vette views      2011  August     Vol.  45   Issue  8 Page  3 

 

vet te v iews  
         A North Bay Corvette Association Publication  

 

         VOLUME 4 5          August   201 1           Issue  08 

 

Guests are always welcome!  

North Bay Corvette Association  

Meets on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month*at  

 

7:00 P.M.  
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2011 

August 

 Presidentôs 

Report 
 

Another great WSCC 

Convention has come 

and gone.   North 

Bay had good 

representation in all 

categories, and came 

away with a shining star in each one.   We had 

several in the Car Show, and I know Gary Hill got 

Best C3; Black Jack: Richard Dullea came in 3
rd

; 

Hospitality: we got best drink, but ask any of us and 

we had the best theme (the Mine Shaft came out 

great!), several awards in Auto X, with no re runs, 

Poker run we had some runner ups that came away 

with some cash for their cards as well.    

 

On the Poker run day, we, NBCA members, made 

our own run to Yerrington, reminiscing of the 

WSCC Conventions past, visiting Bill Cox at their 

new home project and it looks fabulous, then to 

Virginia City for lunch, Genoa, for a pit stop on the 

way back, and picked our cards back at the hotel.   

It was a very nice day.    

 

I canôt thank Doug and Sandy Frank enough for all 

their hard work, designing, and fabricating all the 

parts for the mine shaft.   We worked like busy 

beavers, or miners, from 2 to 6 + pm building, and 

decorating the room.   Youôll have to see the 

pictures, and I hope they do justice!   

 

We had the Moose Milk get stolen briefly, but our 

thugs: Steven (Heatherôs boyfriend), Dan, and 

Lynn, were in Hot pursuit and reclaimed it from 

Santa Claraôs room which was the ñBiker Bar.ò  

Keith Mendia, tending their bar, was a little puzzled 

when the Moose Milk showed up on their bar, but it 

was a short time before the bar was crashing on him 

and the Moose Milk was being reclaimed!  The 

moral to the story is donôt mess with the Moose 

Milk .    

 

Another lesson I think I have learned is to be more 

careful, or just stay away from the Italian Racing 

Teamôs ñRacing Fuelò drink.   It was reported that I 

was seen steering my helmet by the horns through 

the RV parking lot on my way back to my room.   

Just short of a divorce, I slept in Steveôs room, and 

nursed (with aspirin) to bed my our wonderful 

daughter Heather.   We all survived with good 

stories to tell.   Next year is going to be in Medford, 

Oregon, and sure to be a good time, so plan for it 

now. 

 

The Drive and Dine I put together in conjunction 

with Frank Bethany went ok, but not great.   We 

had about 7 NBCA cars, and many others from 

other clubs at Sebastiani Vinery, whom did not plan 

well; from not giving us enough space to park all 

our cars well, and the BBQ ran out of food early.   

Janet took up a collection and we had Maryôs Pizza 

deliver salad, pizza, and garlic bread to us at 

Sebastianôs, which we drank their wine and listened 

to music.   Food was good, thank you Janet! Iôm 

sorry it worked out that way, but maybe we can try 

again some other day with a smaller group, they 

usually do have good food. 

 

We just had our Auto X which was a success as 

usual, near 80 cars.   We had a glitch Sunday 

morning when the equipment was connected, the 

main control panel quit, not really sure of the cause, 

connecting the ñback upò panel with the bare 

minimums, hard wired and seemed to work.   I 

heard there was going to be a Old Cranks run to 

Race America soon to take the panel in.    

 

Looking forward we have the regular meeting on 

August 10
th
, Nostalgia Days in Novato, 12

th
 & 13

th
, 

and another Auto X on the 27
th
, 28

th
 weekend, so 

mark your calendars! 

See you soon, and save the wave! 

 

Eric Larson, President 

 

 

July Outing 
 

There was no outing in 

July because of the 

WSCC Convention. 

 

Les Brown, Old 

Cranks Coordinator 
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NBCA 

General Meeting 

Minutes 

13 July 2011 
 

President:  Eric Larson called the meeting to order 

at 7:00. 

 

Membership Director:  Karyn Kambur is 

vacationing in Hawaii so Steve Jackson reported 

that they are still working with WSCC to get a few 

membership registrations straightened out and hope 

to have this issue resolved soon.   

 

Steve welcomed one guest.   Peter Shamray of 

Novato who has a 2006 blue Z06 

 

Secretary:  Sandy Frank reported the minutes for 

the June meeting were presented for publication in 

the New Letter.    Dan Divita noted one amendment.   

Chevrolet is contributing to the ALMS Banquet.   

They are not paying for the entire banquet.   Neil 

Anderson made a motion to accept the minutes as 

amended.   Second by Heather Torres.   Vote: 

Unanimous                                                

 

Director of Publications:  Les Brown is still 

traveling and unable to attend.   He is however 

keeping up with his e-mails and the newsletter.   

The dead line for submitting articles for the next 

publication is July 27
th
. 

 

Webmaster:  Ron Whittemore was unable to 

attend.   

 

Public Relations Director:  JJ Iacoviello reported 

that our first car show at Novato Chevrolet went 

very well.  He is already looking forward to 

working with Mark to make next yearôs event even 

better. 

 

He reminded the club that the car show at Pini 

Hardware is scheduled for Sept.  3
rd

. 

 

Board Member at Large:  Heather Torres was 

present but had nothing to report. 

 

Treasurer: Mike Rebello said that at this time we 

are still under budget for the Convention Hospitality 

Room.   Most of the bills have been submitted and 

paid with a few small receipts still to be turned in. 

 

Mike reminded everyone about the upcoming 

Autocross on July 30 and 31. 

 

Sunshine Report:  Sandy Huff was unable to 

attend. 

 

Social Director :  Paul Schofield reported 

upcoming events: 

 

July 17 thru 20 ïWSCC Convention in Minden, NV 

July 19 ï This is the scheduled date for Old Cranks 

however most of the Old Cranks will be in Minden 

at the Convention.   Does anyone want to take 

charge? 

July 22 ï Sebastiani Winery Cruise - Meet at Port of 

Sonoma 6:00 PM.   We may be joined by Corvettes 

from other clubs.   A show of hands indicated 10 

cars plan to attend from NBCA. 

July 30 and 31 ï Autocross in Vacaville at Solano 

College in Fairfield, CA  

August 12 & 13 ï Novatoôs Nostalgia Day.   Show 

and Shine on Saturday the 13
th 

August 16 thru 20 ï Pebble Beach Historic 

___________ 

September 3
rd

 ï Car Show at Pini Hardware 

August 27 & 28 ï Autocross in Fairfield 

 

October 15 ï Corvettes at the Castle - Ledson 

Winery in Kenwood 

. 

 

Carol Zeller reported that starting in September 

Classy Ladies are planning to a Movie Day each 

month. 

 

Vice President:  Steve Jackson asked club 

members help with set-up and take-down at 

Autocross.   Set-up starts at 4:30 on Friday.  There 

will be a fun-run on Sunday so help is needed 

around 3:00 PM to clean up. 

 

Mike Walter made a motion for the club to set a 

policy going forward to buy dinner for the members 

that help set up Autocross.   Neil made a second to 

the motion and the vote was unanimous. 

 

Steve suggested that Convention goers check the 

schedule of event and remember that registration is 

on Sunday from 1 PM ï 7 PM. 
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There was some discussion about Santa Claraôs two 

lap Autocross and it was determined that there is 

not enough room at Solano College for a two lap 

event.   Also Santa Clara wants to talk with NBCA 

and VVV about Autocross registration so that we 

are all on the same page. 

  

President: Eric Larson discussed the clubôs new 

presence on Face Book.   Stephen Buttrick is 

working to update the information and post pictures 

that might attract new members. 

 

Eric said he will be looking for a new supplier for 

club shirts but was unable to find one in time to 

have new shirts for Convention. 

 

Eric reminded the E-board that their next meeting 

will be at Karyn Kamburôs in Novato on 

Wednesday the 27
nd

 of July. 

 

Old Business: None  
 

New Business:  The Christmas Party will be 

December 17
th
 at Indian Valley Golf Club. 

 

Announcements:  Poker at Bill Donnellyôs on the 

28
th
 at 7:00PM. 

 

Neil Anderson made a motion for the club to buy 

beverages at the pizza parlor after the meeting.   

Second by Mike Walter  Vote: Unanimous 

 

At 8:00 PM Jane Rittler made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting.   Second by Bill Donnelly.   Vote: 

Unanimous.   

 

Submitted by Sandy Frank, Secretary 

 

 

Membership 

Directorôs 

Report 
 

No report 

 

The roster has been 

updated to reflect 

membership renewals 

and new members.  If you have any corrections to 

your contact info, please email me at 

Membership@northbaycorvettes.com. 

 

Submitted by Karyn Kambur. 

 

 

Sunshine 
 

This month we have 

several items to report. 

 

Corky's mom, Martha, 

passed away on the 25th.  

Dan reported:  " Martha 

passed away about 3:30 

this morning.  Everyone is thankful that her 

suffering was so short.  There will be no public 

services, and internment will be private.  Thank you 

for your thoughts and prayers over the past few 

days.  They've meant a lot to Corky.  Now go out 

and LIVE!" 

Ron W. will have his back surgery the second week 

in August.  Hopefully, all will go well and he will 

be back with us soon.  Drop him an email or call. 

Neil is preparing for his back surgery but hopes to 

be able to make it to the next autocross. 

Pedro hurt his back(?) and couldn't make the WSCC 

Convention. 

Rob W. fell at WSCC Convention, was taken to the 

hospital, but reports that he is a-okay:  "I had a CT 

scan (first time I had a CT) of my skull/upper spine 

to see if there was any damage or blood 

accumulation due to a fall I had on Saturday night 

after taking a shower. I am happy to report there 

were no findings other than a nasty sinus infection 

which was part of my headache issue; the other was 

the slip in the bathroom. I believe my pride was 

damaged more."  Stay well Rob! 

Please contact me at 415-435-4034 or e-mail me at 

IntertecSLH@aol.com with any news you have on 

our members that you feel the club would like to 

know about.   My contact information will be in the 

newsletter.   Sometimes you might even have to 

make the call yourself!   

 

Cheers!  Sandy Hoff  

mailto:Membership@northbaycorvettes.com
mailto:IntertecSLH@aol.com
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ALMS 

Northeast 
July 8-9, 2011 

 

As part of my East 

Coast Vacation this 

year I went to the 

ALMS Northeast 

Race at Lime Rock Park in Lakeville CT.  It is two 

and a half hours away from my family's home in 

Needham, MA.  I bought the two day pass with 

Corvette Corral.  The forecast was for rain on 

Friday but a clear race day on Saturday.  A light 

rain started as I arrived at the park, then a little 

sunshine, then a little more rain.  I checked in at the 

corral, registered and received by welcome package, 

then headed down to view the vendors. 

 

While walking down vendor alley I was accosted by 

three beautiful girls who thought I was Mickey 

Rooney and wanted my picture taken with them.  

How could I refuse?  There was a major NE tire 

vendor, Town Fair, as well as a great smoothie 

vendor and a donut maker.   

While I was down vendor alley the drivers were 

judging the cars back at the corral.  When I got back 

to the corral, Oliver Gavin was hanging around my 

car and then put a gold star on the windshield.  I 

was to find out Saturday that he chose my car for 

his celebrity award.  The corral closed at 5:00 and it 

was off to the hotel. 

 

Saturday broke sunny with few clouds.  I wanted to 

get to the track early enough to sign up for the 

parade lap.  I arrived at 7:45 and was No. 37 on the 

list of 50.   

The corral program began with raffle drawings and 

presentation of awards.  I received my award for 

Gavin's 

choice and 

also an 

award for 

the longest 

distance, 

2,961 miles.  

After the 

awards we 

had 

presentation

s from Mobil 1, Michelin, and Harlan Charles, 

Corvette Product Marketing Manager.  Harlan 

introduced 

the three new 

cars he 

brought from 

Detroit; a new 

color (light 

blue), an 100 

anniversary 

car, and a 

concept 

racing car for 

the public.  Unfortunately, our corral tent was 

located right beside the racetrack and some of the 

speakers were drowned out by the noise from earlier 

races.  Ooops, who would have thought? 

Next, was the parade lap.  Lime Rock is a mile and 

a half track with some elevation changes; but it 

doesn't take you long to get around.  Like Laguna 

Secca last year I picked up a young rider for my 

shotgun.  We went out after the Porsche Club and 

they weren't off the track by the time we made our 

first lap.  The short track caused cars to back up in 

the corners and therefore we couldn't go very fast 

(not like Laguna Secca.)  We returned to the corral 

where I met Rocco and his son Ben from EMCC.  

They had finally made it to the track and parked his 

new Orange GS in the corral.  After a provided 

lunch we got 

ready for the 

race. 

One of the 

best parts of 

the day is 

getting out 

on the track 

with the cars 

and drivers.  
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They let us on at 1:10 and people quickly swarmed 

the cars and drivers.  Corvette was of particular 

interest because of its recent win at Le Mans.  I was 

able to get some good photos including Roco and 

Ben in front of the No. 3 car.  It was interesting to 

watch the drivers with the children.  They took great 

interest in 

them and 

showing them 

their cars.  

They realize 

that they are 

the future of 

Corvette 

Racing. 

At race time it 

was in the 80's, blue sky with few clouds, picture 

perfect.  I went to the hill to take pictures of the race 

start at the two sweeping curves.  I had relocated to 

the "S" curve and after not seeing the Corvettes for 

a couple of laps went on twitter to find out they had 

both been involved in an accident.  Even though 

they both came back to the track I felt that in a two 

and a half hour race their chances were slim to 

improve their position.  (I learned later that day they 

finished 9th and 10th.)  

After a while I headed back to the corral to snap a 

few more pictures before leaving early and tag 

teaming with Roco back to Massachusetts.  An 

ALMS event is a great take that is ten times better 

with the Corvette Corral.  I encourage everyone to 

give it a try!  I put together a pps and emailed it to 

all club members.  I hope you enjoyed it. 

Your West Coast Member from the East Coast. 

P.S.  While I didn't see the crash involving the two 

Corvettes I did see a Porsche smash into the wall 

during a practice session and this spinout below. 
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August Social 

Director's 

Report 
 

Raffles 
We raised a gross of  

$64.00 for charity on 

the raffle.  Thanks to all 

those who donated gifts, and to all who bought 

tickets.   

 

July Social Events 
WSCC Convention 

17-20 July 2011 

Discovery Bay Corvettes hosted the convention in 

Minden NV.  See report in this publication. 

Sebastiani Winery Dinner / Cruise 

22 July 2011 

 

About 30 Corvettes were there for show.  The food 

and wine was great.  The music was in the winery 

so it was good background for our reserved tables 

out in the courtyard.  Thanks Eric, great time!  

 

 

August Social Events 
 

Novato Nostalgia Days Cruise/  Show 

12-13 August 2011 

 

Friday night pre-registration, social, dinner, music, 

and a cruise.  Saturday Poker Run, Car Show, 

music, poker walk and cruise.  I was there last year 

and had a good time.  Come and see for yourself! 

 

 

Corvette Dinner Cruise 

Thur 18 August 2011 

 

Keep the date open.   Details to follow. 

 

Nord Fjord 60 

28 August 2011 

 

Come and exercise your car, or just watch the fun. 

 

¶ Some dates to mark on your calendar: 

¶ NCM R8C West Coast Tour 25-30 Sep.  2011 

¶ Corvettes at the Castle 2011 Ledson Winery 15 

Oct.  2011 

¶ NBCA Holiday  Dinner Party 17 Dec.2011 

 

 

Paul Schofield Social Director 
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VACA VALLEY VETTES PRESENT 
Onion Peel 20 at the College 

 

Saturday, August 27, 2011 - WSCC Type I AutoX 
Where:  Solano Community College 

4000 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield, CA 

Registration ï 8:00 am ï 12:00 Noon 

$35.00 per WSCC Driver, $40.00 Non-WSCC Driver,  

No Run Groups, First Come, First Run, Mandatory Work Groups 

Requirements:  Valid Drivers License, Seat Belts 

Helmets (Snell or DOT-90 Approved) and 

Proof of Insurance 

 

North Bay Corvette Nord Fjord 60 Sunday August 28, 2011 
 

Directions:  Take the Suisun Valley Road Off ramp from I-80.  Go North about 3 miles 

And the College will be on your right.  Take the first entrance into the college and  

Proceed to the Autocross. 

 
Future Events -  Onion Peel 21 ï October 8, 2011 

 

     

 

 

 

  
 

 

MORE INFORMATION CONTACT  

Rich Willhoff  

530-318-0696 

OR 

MIKE WALTER  

707-449-4702  
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Vice-

Presidents 

Report August 

2011 
  

The most recent 

autocross was held as 

part of the WSCC 2011 Convention in Minden 

Nevada at the Minden Airport on a closed perimeter 

road.   Neil did a great job designing the course 

around the limitations and worrying through out the 

year about all the little details that can become big 

problems.    It went off without a hitch.   Thanks 

Neil it was a lot of fun. 

   

Another big thank you goes out to Bill Cox who got 

inspired and drove down from Yerrington, where he 

is building their new house, to help out with the 

autocross.    Bill provided invaluable ferrying 

services with his truck to get workers out to the far 

ends of the autocross course and probably the next 

most important job the trip to the outhouse.    

 

Everyone else who pitched in and helped get the 

autocross going thank you very much for helping 

out and contributing to a very successful auto cross.    

We had not problems and NO RE-RUNS.     

 

By the time you read this the auto crosses on July 

30
th
 and 31

st
 will be over and will have only two 

more weekends of auto crosses that we will be co-

hosting with Vacca Valley Vettes,  ( August 27
th
 & 

28
th
  and  October  8

th
 & 9

th
).    

 

The very next opportunity to auto cross is at Santa  

Claraôs Double Trouble  Auto Cross in Marina, CA 

on August 6
th
 and 7

th
 .   So if you are interested get 

out there and auto cross or come help support the 

club.    
 
Steve Jackson, Vice-President  

SAVE THE  WAVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My First 

Corvette 
by Rick Dullea 

 

Convention at Minden 

My son Dylan joined me 

at the last minute for the 

trek to Minden.   We 

took Highway 50 there, so smooth and enjoyable ï 

and beautiful.   Reported home upon arrival and 

received a barrage of negativity, aiming mainly at 

not seeing Tahoe close-up.   We did see the huge 

Lake Tahoe from one vantage point, high overhead.   

That wasnôt good enough. 

 

(We made a special point upon returning home to 

take a scenic highway past Tahoe, driving along its 

shore, linking Highway 50 to Highway 80.   We 

took Highway 80 home, with a superb detour on 

Old 40 past Donner Lake, also full.   My son 

especially enjoyed the road trip and ending up in 

such a beautiful place.   The mountain tops 

surrounding Minden were still snow-capped.) 

 

I didnôt give Dylan much warning at the autocross 

held there, except my insistence at securing a 

helmet for him from the North Bay trailer.   When 

the green flag waved, my son must of thought he 

was at an amusement park, the sudden acceleration 

and quick turns right then left and right through the 

gates.   By the second run, Dylan began barking out 

navigator notes, mainly slowing down at the finish 

as I recall. 

 

I gave him an open invitation to the month-end 

autocrosses at Solano.   He must spend a little time 

in the driverôs seat before then.   So far, that hasnôt 

happened. 

 

The autocross went fine, though the longer-than-

average course, devised by autocross genius Neil 

took more time per car than expected, and a planned 

four runs per group had to be reduced to three.   My 

third run became exciting at the finish, when I tried 

taking the slow-down gates in 2
nd

 gear.   Much too 

much speed, to the tune of six cones down, 

punctuated my finish.   I remember seeing the 

ñditchò ahead of me during the gate crash.   With a 

little skill, I righted the Corvette and finished, albeit 



vette views      2011  August     Vol.  45   Issue  8  Page 14 

 

red in the face.   Dan had the duty at the finish 

gates, and let me know he personally reset the six 

cones I downed, or at least five of them. 

 

During the second run group, my son and I received 

the duty at Gate 6, the most distant point on the 

course that seemed about a mile away.   There were 

four of us monitoring the gate.   My son learned 

quickly how to read downed cones, with the help of 

other gate monitors.   Our duty became protracted 

and sunny and hot.   We told stories and jokes 

between cars.   I noticed in the distance the line of 

cars waiting to run the course.   In the high desert 

sun, the cars shone twinkles in the distance ï very 

beautiful.   For fun we began brainstorming a little 

rhyme to the poem ñTwinkle, Twinkle Little Star.ò 

It took time to develop the turn of phrase.   The first 

line was easy: ñTwinkle, Twinkle Little Car.ò Next 

came: ñHow I wonder how fast you are.ò We 

stretched for the third line: ñUp upon the cones so 

high.ò Charlie gave the finish: ñDonôt you really 

want to cry?ò 

 

When brainstorming the third line, with the sun 

beaming down, the long intervals between cars and 

holding the two-way radio, we thought and thought 

and I finally had an idea, soéI raised the radio 

while saying ñI think I have it,ò pressed the button 

and announced line three into the radio.   Oops.   

We laughed and laughed and laughed.   Charlie took 

the radio for about 30 minutes thereafter.   Base 

sounded back, ñDid somebody say something?ò 

Charlie in her wit said, ñWe were singingéò  

 

Clutch matters 

In line the second run my shifter gave some trouble 

going into first.   It seemed for a while like I might 

have to scratch.   I persisted and soon the shift 

pattern emerged, much to my relief.  I suspected the 

slave cylinder in the clutchôs hydraulic system, a 

weak point in the past.   

 

As mentioned, our ride home was awesome.  The 

beauty of the high desert still lingers in mind.  The 

clutch behaved fine throughout the ride home, 

though at sometimes at low rpms when engaging 

the clutch we did experience some vibration.  The 

return trip also saw some stretches when my 

Corvette reported 28 miles per gallon mainly on the 

downhill sections.  Overall, the car performed well 

with good gas mileage. 

 

After getting home, the clutch seemed to get worse 

during day to day use.  The reservoir showed low 

fluid level, so at first we filled it and awaited an 

improvement, which did not come.  Shifting the 

gears became more difficult. 

 

The short of it follows.  At this juncture Iôm getting 

a new clutch, heavy duty, and the clutch fork thatôs 

been waiting in reserve for about two years, will 

take the place of the pitted one now on the car.  

Because the clutch gave me trouble pretty much 

since day one of installation, the engineers are 

cutting a deal with me thatôs almost too good to be 

true.  Allegiance does have its merits.  Iôm hoping 

to have it ready for Autocross this weekend.   

When my clutch was new, I drove the car to 

convention in Las Vegas.  And the pitted fork 

allowed the pin to move around on the fork, 

creating this awful noise.  Over time, the weird 

noise would come and go ï mostly go.  One time at 

Autocross in Solano, I feathered the clutch at the 

start too much, and did I ever heat up that disc.  

When I completed the course, the smell permeated 

the atmosphere.  One Corvette owner at the 

autocross got a serious whiff and commented out 

loud, ñThat clutch is hot.ò  

 

The Red Bin 

I like carrying certain supplies with me in the 

Corvette.  Among them is Windex, WD40 and a 

spray wax that I like.  Shortly before the convention 

in Minden, which by the way Discovery Bay hosted 

superbly, I acquired two red bins with molded 

handles on each side.  I took one red bin with my 

supplies to Minden, adding to the Red Bin my 

reserve of power steering fluid, yellow microfiber 

towels, a new paper towel roll bought at Minden, a 

new gallon of 50-50 antifreeze bought in Minden, 

and the two keep-cool foam beverage holders (both 

red) from the Las Vegas convention.  At the last 

minute, I added the registration paperwork from the 

convention to the bin, so my name is definitely 

inside the bin. 

 

I took my Red Bin out of the Corvette for the 

Autocross and placed it on the roadside.  After the 

first run group, my son saw me place the top 

window of the car back into position in fast order.  

We returned to receive our assignments, was 

assigned the distant post.  We were to drive there to 

facilitate matters.  My mistake right then was not 

putting the Red Bin back inside my car.  After the 
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grueling time at Gate Six, we helped pick up cones 

and break down the course.  My son and I helped to 

the point when it was down to stowing the material 

in the trailer.  We left and on the way out it didnôt 

see and completely forgot about my Red Bin.  After 

a much appreciated lunch, we returned to the 

convention center.  I parked and then asked my son 

to help unload the car, and suddenly my light bulb 

came on.  The Red Bin was left behind.  My son 

offered good advice ï ñsomeone must have picked 

it up.ò I decided not to return to the autocross spot.  

I called the North Bay operatives who ran the 

Autocross, and was surprised that nobody knew 

anything about it. 

 

At the Awards Ceremony that night, I asked the 

emcee to announce that I had left behind the Red 

Bin.  The emcee at one point asked me to stand and 

described the missing Bin to all in attendance.  Ron 

from Arizona, part of the Italian Racing Team, said 

he saw the Red Bin, checked inside the convention 

packet and saw I was from North Bay.  He moved 

the Red Bin, he said, beside the door of a silver 

Corvette with North Bay license frames.   

 

So Iôm hoping to get my Red Bin with contents 

back at the next club meeting, or even at poker 

night.   

 

Please oh please, return my Red Bin! 

Happy Corvetting! 

 

 

ñOur Place in 

the Cloudsò 

or 

NBCA Web 

News. 
 

By Ron Whittemore 

Web page caretaker 

 

Hello fellow members ! 

Check out the NBCA Web lately? If not click here 

northbaycorvettes.com  

People finding our site will get easy access to 

membership information, meeting location, and 

note the blue link to our new FACEBOOK page! 

The newsletters are up to date if anyone needs a 

current or past copy. 

There are changes on the membership page 

suggested by Les making the member applications 

easier to find? 

Also during the refreshing of the page some editing 

was needed to the general copy. That's done, but if 

you see other typos please let me know.  

webmaster@northbaycorvettes.com  

The following is an expcert from an email sent 

from Ron to EBoard. 

 

I think a few of you know about my ongoing 

Rheumatoid Arthritis problem which has been 

digging at me since I was about 32.  I have always 

known it would get a little rough with old age.  My 

last MRI was terrible and I have 3 pinched areas 

due to inflammation in my neck.  This is what has 

been causing all the neck and shoulder pain I have 

had this past year.   

 

Any non essential driving is not something I should 

do.  The Dr. says I'm a walking time bomb and a 

jolt or whiplash could take my legs out and replace 

them with wheels.  I'm crazy but not stupid.  I was 

hoping to do all five AutoCrosses this year, but this 

one and probably all are out of the question.   

 

I do a pre-op this Friday and a severe spinal stenosis 

surgery in two weeks, drilling holes and pins and all 

that fun stuff.  So I would rather not make a big deal 

about this, just that shall we say I'll be on medical 

leave from club activities until the end of August.  

 

I'll send you an email update now and then and I'll 

send Web emails to all, like last weeks. 

 

Editor:   We all want to wish Ron well with his 

surgery and hope it helps reduce his pain and allows 

him to get back to autocrossing and other club 

activities.  Please send him emails and cards to get 

well soon.  

http://northbaycorvettes.com/
mailto:webmaster@northbaycorvettes.com
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Calling All Cruisersé 
 

 (Not the Corvette kind, the BOAT kind!)  
 

Join Corky and Dan Divita and Neil and Robin Andersen  

on Corkyôs birthday/anniversary cruise through the 

 

PANAMA CANAL  
 

When:  Cruise- Tuesday, February 28 through Tuesday, March 13, 2012 

 

FOURTEEN DAYS 

              

(Probable Travel Day- Monday, February 27) 

 

Where:  Fort Lauderdale, FL to Los Angeles, CA  

 

Itinerary:  Feb. 28 ï Depart Ft. Lauderdale, 5:00 pm 

                 Feb. 29, Mar. 1, & Mar. 2 ï At Sea 

        Mar. 3 -  Cartagena 

        Mar. 4 ï PANAMA CANAL Crossing 

        Mar. 5 ï At Sea 

        Mar. 6 ï Puntarenas 

        Mar. 7 ï San Juan Del Sur 

        Mar. 8, 9, & 10 ï At Sea 

        Mar. 11 ï Cabo San Lucas 

        Mar. 12 ï At Sea 

        Mar. 13 -  Disembark  at Los Angeles 

 

Ship:  CORAL PRINCESS  (Princess Cruise Lines) 

 

Cost:  From $2,800 per person. 

Balcony Cabin similar to that we will occupy - $3,310 per person, 

including government fees and insurance. 

 

PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE AIRFARE!  

 

Contact Dan if interested in joining us 
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CONVENTION 2011 

 
The Minden Convention is history, 

And we had a ball! 

 

Next year in Medford, 

Hope youôll all heed the call. 

 

Neil set off early in his Suburban workhorse, 

Hauling our trailer and his golf clubs, of course. 

 

Robin drove his Vette, tires squealing, engine 

gunning. 

And when she arrived, the motor wouldnôt stop 

running. 

 

First morning, the Car Show and Poker 

Tournament, 

 Eric took a hit on eighteen and his chips were 

spent. 

 

Finally, at a Convention, Mike got time to relax, 

With Dauber in the motor home, eating dog biscuits 

and snacks.  

 

Gary may be High Sierraôs next Vice President,  

But he wore his horns like a good North Bay 

resident. 

 

Our Silver Mine came together in just under five 

hours. 

It was amazing!!!  Sandy has magical powers. 

 

She made picks and shovels and signs galore, 

Flickering lanterns, a dead bird and more. 

 

I spun Ralphôs Wheel of Fortune, but even greater, 

Was plunging his shiny new red detonator.  

 

The dark tunnel with beams that Doug had hand-

crafted, 

Went over the top; too bad we were shafted. 

 

We just knew that weôd win, but it wasnôt to be, 

When you see Shirlieôs pictures, Iôm sure youôll 

agree. 

 

Our Moose Milk was stolen by some Bikers in 

black, 

Dan and Lynn chased them down and wrestled it 

back. 

 

And just for good measure, Steven stole their 

tattoos, 

Let that be a lesson....donôt mess with our booze! 

 

The excitement continued with an ugly girl fight, 

Until Pam broke it up and they saw the light. 

 

We dismantled the mine as quick as can be, 

Then Steve Jackson took a swan dive onto a pile of 

debris. 

 

Next morning, off to Yerington as we hit the road, 

To admire Bill & Leeôs stunning future abode. 

 

Virginia City for grub of which we ate our fillaô, 

Then to Genoa Bar where Larry drank Sarsaparilla 

(not). 

 

The Autocross was fun and though there was a 

faster car, 

Heather looked good in pigtails driving the Service 

Master Car. 

 

Richard enjoyed squawking the walkie-talkie...what 

a Joker! 

But he was a big winner at Blackjack & Poker. 

 

Rob fell down and broke his crown, 

He missed the awards cause he had to leave town. 

 

Now you know our adventures, but if thatôs not 

enough, 

You just have to be there for the really good stuff. 

 

See you next time, 

 

Barbara 
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New 

Shoes 
 

When the car had 

about 19,000 

miles on it I 

noticed I was 

down to the tread 

wear indicator on 

the front tires.  

Time for some 

new shoes.  My 

brother in Ct suggested I would get the best deal at 

Town Fair Tire and to go to one of their stores in 

NH (no sales tax.) 

 

I wanted to give our sponsors a chance so I called 

the local Chevy dealer to get a price.  Even with the 

EMCC discount it was still pretty high and I would 

have to pay the Mass Sales Tax of  6.25%.  While I 

was vacationing in NH I contacted Town Fair in 

Concord and they gave me a super price.  I 

scheduled an appointment for early in the morning; 

they suggested about three hours including the all 

wheel alignment.  The out the door price was 

$2,240 including high speed balancing and all 

wheel alignment. 

As I write this they are doing the work on my car.  

They just had me out to look at the left front 

(driver's side) to show a minor wobble in the wheel 

at high speed.  If it bothers me I will have to replace 

the rim.  Joe came back and told me that he 

switched the front left with right so I won't feel any 

wobble at all. 

Just got back from looking at the rear tires.  There is 

a lot more tread left on them than the front.  I might 

have gotten another 2,000 miles out of them if 

lucky.  The inside shoulder was worn more than the 

rest and Joe indicated it might be an alignment 

issue.  After they completed the four wheel 

alignment they gave me the printout.  While the 

fronts weren't too bad, the rear needed some 

adjustment.  I suggest that you have the alignment 

done on any new Corvette. 

Corvette Parts 

and 

Catalog's SALE 

 

'67 Rocker Panels Used $80.00 

'65 Grille (cut for tow bar) Used $50.00 

'63 - 64 Grille Used $100.00 

'63 - 66 Side fender flags 

2 New G.M. $40.00 each 

2 Used $20.00 each 

'63 -67 Rear lower panel Red 

w/o Exhaust holes, Used $100.00 

'63 -65 "Stringray" script 

New G.M. $35.00 

Used $20.00 

'65 Nose Emblem, Used $15.00 

'63 - 67 Deck lid edgeing, Red vinyl, Used $10.00 

'65 Door Panels, no trim 

w/pull Red vinyl, Used $30.00 PR 

'63 -67 Sun visors, Roadster 

Red, Used W/hdwr $20.00 PR 

Red, New Left $10.00 

'63 - 67 Inner front fender mud 

Flaps, New $15.00PR 

Misc, Bits and Pieces 

Also: Restoration Guide '53 - '67 

'63 Corvette Shop Manual 

'65 Corvette Shop Manual supplement 

'81 Corvette Shop Manual 

'85 Corvette Shop Manual 

'53 - 82 Corvette parts and illustration catalog - 6M 

#14A. 

And other catalogs, ETC. 

 

Make Offer for 1 or ALL. I'm Cleaning house.  

(Barn)  The '65 is SOLD. 

 

Call John (707) 823-0222 

 

 

  


